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PURPOSE: To obtain a stabilized reproduction output while suppressing the read out error by 
comparing the signal level among a plurality of recording marks having different mark length and then 
controlling the reproduction power of light beam, 

CONSTITUTION: A magnetooptical disc 2 is irradiated with a light G emitted from a semiconductor 
laser 1 and a light (b) reflected from a record mark is converted through a photodiode 3 into a read 
out signal C. The signal C is fed to a long mark level detecting means 4a and a short mark level 
detecting means 4b which then deliver a long mark signal d1 and a short mark signal d2. respectively. 
A comparing means 5 receives the signals d1, d2 and outputs a comparison result (e). On the other 
hand, an error reference generating means 6 outputs a reference value (f) for appropriate 
reproduction power. A reference comparing means 7 receives the comparison result (e) and the 
reference value (0 and outputs a reproduction power control signal (q). A reproduction power varying 
means 8 controls the drive current (h) based on the signal (g) to equalize the comparison result (e) 
with the reference value (0 Consequently, an optima! reproduction power 15 obtained and the 
reproduction power of laser light can be controlled. 
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